
WELLESLEY COLLEGE

CLASS  OF  2020
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94% The Career  Outcomes Rate includes graduates who were employed,
accepted to  graduate school ,  part ic ipat ing in  a  service/volunteer  
program, or  serv ing in  the mi l i tary  wi th in  6  months of  graduat ion
(compared wi th  96% for  the c lass of  2019)

70 .21% 
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20 .63% 
graduate school

2 .91% 
service/volunteer
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seeking

. 42% 
mil i tary

outcomes rateC A R E E R

employersT O P

locations industriesT O P  E M P L O Y M E N T
Top  Loca t ions
Massachuse t t s  (105 )
New Yo r k  (53 )
Ca l i f o rn i a  (29 )
Wash ing ton ,  DC  (14 )
I l l i no i s  (7 )
Texas  (6 )
Ma ine  (5 )
New  Je rsey  (5 )
Pennsy l van i a  (5 )

Educa t i on  (17 .53%)

Consu l t i ng  /  Bus i ness  /  
F i nance  (27 .84%)

In t e rne t  &  So f twa re ,
Technology /  Eng ineer ing
(14 .09%)

Hea l t hca re ,   
Life Sciences (13.40%)

Nonp ro f i t ,  
NGO  (7 .56%)

Lega l  (4 .47%)

Gove rnmen t  — 
Loca l ,  S t a t e ,  
&  Fede ra l  ( 3 .44%)

A r t s ,  Commun ica t i ons ,  
Med i a  (8 .25%)

TOP EMPLOYMENT

Loca t i on  and  i ndus t r y  da t a  i nc l udes  s t uden t s  r epo r t i ng  f u l l  t ime  pos i t i ons .



compensationE M P L O Y M E N T

A v e r a g e
S a l a r y

A v e r a g e
B o n u s

job functionsT O P

13.10% Finance

10.00%

10.00%

Engineering — Web/Software

Research (non-science)

9.66%

8.97%

6.90%

4.83%

Lab Work/Science

Consult ing

Education/Teaching/Training

Legal

$65,631.42

$10,883.33

of students had at  
least  one internship 
dur ing thei r  t ime at  
Wel les ley Col lege 

internshipsV A L U E  O F  

91.39%
Quite a b i t

Somewhat

Very L i t t le
or  None

95.15%

outcomesQ U A L I T Y  O F

Yes, definitely

Somewhat

No

TO CONTINUE 
TO GROW

AND LEARN

TO
ENGAGE IN

MEANINGFUL 
WORK

RELATED TO
THEIR  DESIRED

CAREER
PATH

S T U D E N T S  D E S C R I B E  T H E I R  P O S T - G R A D U A T E  P L A N  A S  A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y . . .

89.93%

8.21%

1.86%

of students participing in internships stated
that their experience contributed somewhat
or quite a bit to their career readiness

I NTERN
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TO 
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No
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Yes, definitely

Somewhat

No

69.92%

25.94%

4.14%

CLASS OF 2020

76.21% 18.94%

Qua l i t y  o f  ou tcomes  da t a  i nc l udes  s t uden t s  r epo r t i ng  emp loymen t ,  g r adua te  schoo l ,  se r v i ce / vo l un tee r ,  and  m i l i t a r y .

Job  func t ion  and  sa la ry  da ta  inc ludes  s tuden ts  repor t ing  fu l l  t ime  pos i t ions . Compared  to  an  ave rage  sa la ry  o f  $62 ,486 .59  and  ave rage  bonus
o f  $10 ,593 .33  in  2019.

T O P  I N T E R N S H I P  E M P L O Y E R S

Compared  to  90 .49% in  2019.



storiesC L A S S  O F  2 0 2 0

The Class of 2020 First Destination Survey measured student outcomes within 6 months of graduation, with
a 59.36% response rate and an 84.80% knowledge rate. Knowledge rate data is the collection of information 
from NACE defined reputable sources (i.e. LinkedIn, Employers).

awards to members of  the 
Class of  2020 ( includes Wel les ley 
Col lege Graduate Fellowships, 
Wellesley funded awards,  & 
external  fe l lowship awards)

graduate schoolsT O P

awardsF E L L O W S H I P

American Society for  Microbiology 
Undergraduate Research Fel lowship (1)

Beckman Scholar  (2)

Benjamin A. Gi lman Internat ional  
Scholarship (5)

Boren Scholarship (1)

Cr i t ical  Language Scholarship (1)

Doctor Lei la C. Knox Pr ize in Biology (1)

Fulbr ight US Student Program (1)

Future Global  Leaders Fel lowship (1)

Goldwater Scholarship (1)

Jerome A. Schi f f  Fel lowship (17)

Judi th Adams '75 Pr ize for  Premedical  
Students (1)

Kathar ine Malone Pr izes for  Academic 
Excel lence (3)

Knapp Social  Science Fel lowship (2)

Li l iane Pingoud Soriano ’49 Curatorial 
Fellowship at the Musee de Louvre-Paris (1)

Mastercard Foundat ion Scholars Program 
Entrepreneurship Fund (1)

Match Educat ion (1)

Mayl ing Soong Fel lowships (2)
 
McNair  Scholars Program (13)

Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship (8)

Middlebury Inst i tute of  Internat ional  
Studies — Monterey Summer Symposium 
on Russia Fel lowship (1)

Nat ional  Inst i tute of  Standards &
Technology Summer Undergraduate 
Research Fel lowship (NIST SURF) (1)

Nat ional  Science Foundat ion Graduate 
Research Fel lowship (1)

105
Compared  to  an  ave rage  sa la ry  o f  $62 ,486 .59  and  ave rage  bonus
o f  $10 ,593 .33  in  2019.

Although ROTC culture was 
very different from Wellesley 
life, it was a contrast I really 
enjoyed, and I felt it made me 
more well-rounded. It instil led 
in me a much stronger sense 
of integrity, authenticity, and 
compassion that I wouldn’t 
have gotten elsewhere.

By living in vegan communities and 
exploring their foodscapes—the 
places, people, production 
processes, and meanings associ-
ated with their food—I hope to 
understand the lived experiences 
of being vegan across cultures and 
find ways to adapt veganism to 
various cultural contexts and 
customs.

New York Ci ty Urban Fel lows Program (1)

Oxford Future of  Humanity Inst i tute DPhi l  
Scholarship (1)

Pamela Daniels '59 Fel lowship (5)

PHENND Fel lowship (1)

Samuel and Hi lda Levi t t  Fel lowship (8)

Student L ibrary Research Award (1)

Susan Rappaport  Knafel  '52 
Scholarship (2)

Susan Rappaport  Knafel  '52 Travel  
Fel lowship (1)

Teaching Assistant Program in France (1)

Thomas R. Picker ing Foreign Af fa i rs 
Graduate Fel lowship (1)

Urban Teaching Fel lowship (1)

Venture for  America Fel lowship (1)

Watson Fel lowship (2)

Wel lesley Col lege Graduate Fel lowships 
(12)

Wel lesley-Yenching Fel lowship
Fel lowship (1)

Sophie Hill ’20 (with 
Marina Hostrop ’20)
Wellesley Cadets 

Yuxi Xia ’20, 2020 Watson Fellow
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CLASS  OF  2020 career impact & trends

industry trendsF I V E  Y E A R
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comparisonC A R E E R  O U T C O M E S

doctoral degree P U R S U I T S

23 .54% o f  t he  C l ass  o f  2020  
pu rsued  se r v i ce / vo l un tee r  wo rk  
o r  g r adua te  schoo l  immed ia t e l y  
a f t e r  g r adua t i on . (Compa red  t o  
19 .96% fo r  t he  C l ass  o f  2019)

serviceT R E N D S  I N

T O P  S E R V I C E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

Serv ice and volunteer  work grew f rom 
1.02%  in  2019 to 2.91%  in  2020.
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Of the students going to graduate school immediately following 
graduation, 41.49% pursued doctoral degrees in 2020, compared 
with 27.96% for the class of 2019 (includes Ph.D, M.D., J.D., 
and other equivelent doctoral programs)

27.96%

41.49%

C lass

pandemic I M P A C T

In  the wake of  COVID-19,  the Class of  
2020 began thei r  careers in an unfami l iar  
employment landscape. Yet ,  despi te the 
economic downturn,  94% of  the c lass of  
2020 secured f i rs t  dest inat ion opportuni t ies 
wi th in 6 months of  graduat ion,  compared 
to 96%  o f  the c lass of  2019.  

A lumnae, s taf f ,  and facul ty  a l l  jo ined
together  to st rongly  support  seniors in 
nav igat ing thei r  t ransi t ions.  Over  300 
alumnae  prov ided di rect  mentorship to 
seniors through Career  Educat ion’s Senior  
Support  Network.  This sheet  out l ines 
some key outcome compar isons and 
emerging t rends.

27.49%

STEM doctoral degrees represented the 
largest area of growth from 2019–20


